I know this information is crucial but how do you keep your student's attention long enough to cover it in appropriate detail.

Does anyone know of any video or multi-media resources that could be used to introduce the major concepts?

In high school shop classes the intructors seem to universally start off each semester by telling a series of 'urban legends' about what happened in their class 'a few years ago' to introduce the safety rules and procedures.

Stories like the one about 'the guy with the long hair that got it caught in the lathe'...  or 'the guy grinding a chisel wrong and ending up with it embedded' in some part of his anatomy... 

At least it keeps the students attention while the shop safety rules are covered!

Is this practice ever used any more? In science classes? If so, does anyone know any good 'urban legends' for the science lab? (Spare the gory details, we can ad lib)
Laboratory Safety "Scavenger Hunt"
ASSIGNMENT: Answer the following questions and submit your answers as text in a response to the appropriate safety questions prompt on the HyperNews Discussion Group. Do not join the group as a member, but simply add a contribution to the discussion. Note: It is essential that you first open the lead article of a thread and post a response to it. Do not add messages to the root directory. You may wish to see additional Safety Resources for further information.

MSDS: Review the MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets) for the following chemicals: 
Benzene
Health Hazards

Harmful if swallowed, inhaled, or absorbed through the skin
Inhalation causes initial stimulation followed by drowsiness or fatigue
Tightness in chest, breathlessness or loss of consciousness
Tremors, convulsions, and death due to respiratory paralysis can follow severe exposures
carcinogen

Hydrochloric acid
Sodium
Summarize (a) the health hazards and (b) the storage requirements for teach.

SAFETY CONTRACTS: Examine sample safety contracts (Flinn Safety Contract; Sample Safety Contract ) and identify three rules or features that you should include in your safety contract that you had not previously thought of. Explain why each is important.

SAFETY ISSUES: Review science laboratory safety literature and answer the following questions: 

(a) What is the recommended laboratory space per pupil?

(b) What are five specific things that a teacher should do to ensure a safe laboratory?

(c) Review the reasons that accidents occur and identify the two most likely reasons that they might occur in your laboratory.

OSHA: What is OSHA and why should science teachers know about it? Scroll through the OSHA database and identify a particular topic relevant to your school. Include a paragraph describing information that you may find useful to your school environment.

EPA: Use the Environmental Protection Agency website to determine: 

· The pollution concerns or hazardous waste sites near your school. 

· The environmental conditions and trends in your county. 

· Two EPA regulated sites closest to your school. 

· The environmental conditions or activities in your school community's watershed. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: What are the three types of fires? What type of fire extinguisher should you have in your classroom?

CHEMICAL STORAGE: Define the meanings of red, white, yellow, blue, and gray storage codes.

