PLTW Mini Survey
Stu Egli –CSU Noorthridge Student, Engineer since 1980, and Science Teacher

Please take the time to go to http://www.stuegli.com and following the PLTW links to my on-line survey about PLTW schools, students, parents, teachers, and affiliates.

All participants entering a valid email will receive access to my study results and analysis of them.

I am studying several aspects of the PLTW program and the various challenges facing teachers and schools that choose to offer the program to their students. As a newly credentialed teacher who as spent the last 25 years in engineering positions in private industry I believe I may offer some perspective on these challenges that may not have been examined.
I plan to collect data regarding several key steps in the overall process but in particular I plan to assess  

What is the typical decision process that results in a school electing to offer PLTW?

Who drove the process.

What are the driving factors behind this decision?

How is staff selected and trained?

What type of demand is there for PLTW? Compared to supply?
Were most of the students ultimately taking the classes already university bound?

How are students selected for the classes?

What department is it placed in?

What sacrifices were made to accommodate the program?

What challenges are there in finding qualified staff?

What is level of integration with core standards and classes

Should PLTW be a core science class or an elective?

Why should a school adopt PLTW?

Are there enough qualified student to fill the classes?

Are existing academic deficiencies preventing the program fro reaching a larger audience?
At what grade should the first pre-engineering units be taught?

Could pre-engineering be taught as a core science subject in place of something like 8th grade physical science?

Is the technology (computers) required to introduce fundamental engineering skills such as planning, fore-casting, estimating, and communications?

Could you teach other core subjects in an engineering project context?

How much co-operation or resistance have you witnessed from your fellow faculty in implementing this program?
Who really should populate the PLTW classrooms?

Is this just going to further widen the Digital Divide?
